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knows why or how,, and slowly working their
way upward, by some lucky combination of
chances, or some mysterious fate and power of
self-development, into nobler and higher forms.
The Living God is dethroned and annihilated
in the thoughts of men, and there will be
enthroned in His stead a mystery beyond all
the mysteries of Christian faith, a sublime
maggot theory of the universe!

Such, almost literally at the present hour,
is the incipient moral effect of this new theory
of development. Among its votaries may be
a few Nomotheists, with some abstract faith in a
Creator who creates only by law, and who, at
some time infinitely remote, imparted once for
all to living monads a power of indefinite ascent
in the scale of being, which the Theist cannot
explain or understand. Most of them, how-
ever are either Atheists, who affirm that "there
is no God," or Nihilists, who hold a creed
practically equivalent, that of the Unseen Power
which the universe manifests nothing can ever
be known. In theory there is a distinction
between the three alternatives, but in practice
it disappears. The doctrine of Creation, re-
vjaled in the Bible, has upheld alone, for three
thousand years, in, the hearts of millions on
millions, habits of faith, and reverence, and holy